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This bibliography has been compiled as part of a continuing series designed
to make information on relevant dissertations available to users of the ERIC
system. Monthly issues of Dissertation Abstracts International are reviewed in

order to compile abstracts of dissertations on related topics, which thLus become
accessible in searches of the ERIC data base. Ordering information for the dis-
sertations themselves is included at the end of the bibliography.

Abstracts of the following dissertations are included in this collection:
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ICS OF CONTENT ON RATINGS GIVEN
TO ESSAY EXAMINATIONS
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WRITING: A NATURALISTIC STUDY
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EFFECTS OF EXAMINEE'S NATIONALITY, CONTENT
CORRECTNESS, AND MECHANICS OF CONTEMT ON

RATINGS GIVEN TO ESSAY EXAMINATIONS
OrderNo. DA8226371

ARMAOY, Benroxn, Pr.D  The Uraversdy ol Florida, 1982 108pp
Chairperson Linda M. Crocker

Reliabiity and validity of essay examinations can be serio_usly
affect2d by the subjectivity of the scoring procednre The ratings of
essay responses are alfected by variables which are unrelated to
accuracy of the essay's content. The problem of obtaining rehaple
achievement measures frum essay examinations is especially difficult
when the examinees are not native Erglish speakers

A review of literature revealed numerous studies conducted to
examine the ellects of handwriting, grammatical errors, appearance ,
cf the essay, raters’ expectations o examinees’ achievements, r_ate:s
background. and context in which the: essays are read on raters
judgments cl essay respunses, but there had been no s!udy on the
eflect of knowledge of examinees' nationalities on rater” judgments of
€853y responses.

An experimental study was designed to test the effect of raters'
knowledge of exam. .ees’ nationalities, content correclness of the
respon ses, mechanical accurazy, and order of presentation of essay
on ratings of essay re<onses Sty raters graded 48 essay responses
to an essay item in eJucational psychology. Tnes_e 48 essay
respunses were divided into four sels, 12 essays in each set. Each
rater rated 12 essays which had all possible combinations of the four
variables.

Data from a four way factoria! sp'it plot design were analyzed. A
significantfour way interaction was found between content,
mechanics, nationality, and order Separate three way factorial
analyses were then conducted for each level of content accuracy,
significant three way interactions were followed by separate analysis
for each level of mechanical accuracy.

The eflect of mechanics was significant at only one level of order,
and the effects of nationality were significant at alt four levels of order,

vhen the essays were partially correct or incorrect in the content and
had many mechanical errors, the effects of nationality weie significant
at first and third levels of order When the essays were partially
correct orincorrect in content and had few mechanical errors, the
etfects of nationality were significant at second and fourth levels of
order. However, the higher mean was always assigned to the
nationality which appeared firstin the order of presentation.
Implications for sconing essay examinations of foreign students were
discussed.

WRITING APPREHENSION AND ANTI-WRITING: A
NATURALISTIC STUDY OF COMPOSING STRATEGIES USED
BY COLLEGE FRESHMEN

BannisTeR, LINDA AnN, Pr.D. Universily of Southern California, 1982.
Chairman. Professor Betty Bamberg

Eight freshman compesiion students at the University of Central
Arkansas served as subjects in a study of the influence 2i v:riting
apprehension on ndindual compusing strategies, particularly in the
plar.ning component of the composing process. The subjects, four
high apprehensives and four low apprehensives (as identified by Juhn
Daly's Wniting Apprehension Measure 1975), completed daily
planning activity forms and were inte  jelwed daily during the week in
which they wille an assig ed essay. Planning and composing
betawcis «ooited duriy the interviews and on the planning forms
wereexa  od tMilugh conie taralysis, and the wosays piuduced
were hobstically scored.
Both greups "wated” before beginining to write. but fow
apprehe ses panned v .gor and ore productively Low
appret ¢ 1 a5’ o'y yed pre waling resu'ted inlarge part from the
stepped up tension and incicased awareness that accompany
creatvily They used the planni. g penivd o fuiye 1Jeas, constantly
assessirgodeas uad et g any before ' nally woding,
High 27, ehens’ves a2 ded wrd g because they feared
eval.aticn. e ror and duut'e d their ab Ity ty yencrale avceplable
wdeas They generally wrote down the ‘st idea they yenerated
Thus, apprekension associated with the forging of ideas elunyales
| planning, apprehension associated with fear ¢f evaluation, elc.,
| results in postpcrement and compression of p'anning The pericd of
avoiding writ ng to nurture ideas was identified as "anti writing " An
¢, timal penod of avoiding writing was found to be functional, but a

| ' ghmtortoo long period was debilitating. Optimal periods vary

\ I: “l‘C«wduals. but productive anti writers may be iJentitied by their

openness o allernate ioeas. The study also demenstrated that high
appiehicnsaes Jo as bittle revision as possible while coinposing, '
{eanng that any side o back tiaching may cause them tu jose their

‘ideas.

Previous research suggesting the necessdty of allevialing writing
apprehiension was found to be incomplete Moderate apprehension
assowvated with Dleniunyg aad the resultant anti veilliig wei @ fcund to
be valuable in ccmposing.

THE RELIABILITIES AND THE COST-EFFICIENCIES OF
THREE MCIHODS OF ASSESSMENT FOR WRITING ABILITY:
AN EMPIRICAL INQUIRY Order No. DA8218426

BAUER, BARBARA ANN, PH.D. Universily of lihnois at Urbana-
Champaign, 1982. 154pp.

Assessing achievement in writing ability from large numbers of
essays is olten an unreliable and time consuming task. The extentto
which these faclors are problematic depends upon which
conceptualization of this skill ditlerent raters adhere to during the
@rading process. The present investigation compares the reliabitities
and cost-efficiencies of three methods of assessment, where each
one conceptualize - \writing ability diiierently.

Although it is generally accepted that analytical scoring methods
are more reliable than holislic methods for grading essays, no
evidence exists illustrating how the reliabilities for these two methods
compare wh those for the Pnmary Trait scoring system. Such a

comparnsvun required 1n empirical inquiry. In so doing, nine teaching
assistants from the University of Minois English Department were
asked to grade 118 descriptive essays according to three scoring
methqgs Alter being divided into three groups of three different
raters, each group of raters was trained to grade the essays
according to one of three methods, that s, one group used the
Diederich Expository Scale (an analytical method), a second group
used a 4-point holistic inethod, and the third group used a Primary
Trait scoring guide. Each group of raters then graded the essays
according to its respective method. Time logs were also kept for each
group's training and grading sessions.

This study yieilded sev~-al major findings. An analysis of variance
revealed inter-rater reliabilities of .874 for individual ratings and 954
for average ratings for the analvtical method, .811 and .928 for the
holistic method, and .633 and .838 for the Primary Trait method. Intra-
rater reliabilities were also obtained, revealing composite correlations
of .890 tor the analytical method, .820 for the Primary Tra™ method,
and .733 for the holistic method. The average time require:! to grade
each essay was 4.14 minutes for the analytical method, 1.0 } minutes
for the Primary Trait method, and .96 minutes for the holistic method.

On the ba< s of these findings, it was conciuded that the analytical
method wa“ the most rehable and the holistic method was the most
cost-effis entir grading large numbers of essays.

A COMPARISON OF THREE ASPECTS OF WRITTEN

EXPRESSION OF LEARNING DISABLED AND NON-LEARNING

DISABLED FOURTH AND FIFTH GRADE STUDENTS
OrderNo.DAB218858

BUANLEY, JANE NADY, PH.D. Duke University, 1982. 62pp. Supervisor:
Lucy T. Davis

The purpose of the study was to determine if there was a
difference between the performance of learning disabled and non-
learning disabled fourth and fifth grade students on three aspects of
written expression. The Test of Written Language (TOWL) (Hammill &
Larsen, 1978) was utilized to assess each aspect of written
expression, thematic maturity, spelling, and mastery of capitalization
and puncluation rules. Three subtests were administered, Thematic
Maturity, Spelling, and Style.

The subjects were 25 learning disabled fourth and fifth grade
students and 25 non-learning disabled students of the same grade,
age, sex, race, and school enrollment. Subjects were enrolled in a city
public school system in the Piedmont area of central North Carolina.
All subjects in the study were found to have a Cognrtive Abililies Tes!
(Thorndike & Hagen, 197 {}, Pnmary Level, Standardized Age Score of
no less than 84, cne standard deviation below the mean. The non-
learning disabled subjects demonstrated at least average academice
achievement on the California Actuevement Test (Tiegs & Clark, 1977)
and were not enrolled in any special education program.

The data collected from the subjects' peformance on three
subtests of the TOWL were analyzed using a multivariate analysis of




&

vanance and three separate analys:s of variance procedures. Rusulls
of analyses showed a significant ditference (o <.05) between the
learning disable:! and the non learming disabied groups on the three
dependent vanables thematic mawnity, spelling, and style. As a group
the study sample of lcarming disabled subjects eained significantly
lower scores than the non.learning disabled subjects on all three
subtests.

The resuits indicated that spelling, capitaiization and punctuation,
and expression of ideas in writing represent significant problems for
learning disabled students in fourth and fifth grades. The reseaicher
suggested that awareness of the incidence of written expression
deficiencies among learning disabled students should resultin
greater emphasis on remediation of written expression deficiencies in
learning disabilities programs. Suggestions for further research were
made.

s

PREDICTORS OF SCHOLASTIC ACHIEVEMENT IN .
EXPOSITORY WRITING OrderNo.DL3226742
BuRrioN. Juuie CATHERINE, PH.D. New York Universily, 1982, 161pp.

_ Chairman' Professor Philip Merrifield
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The purpose of this research was to explore the coninbution of
selected ndependent vanables to the prediction of achievement, as
measured by grades, in freshman leve! expository writing The
independent variables included were suggested by modern rhetorical
theory and by theories from the measurement community.

In this study thiee pretlems were investigated The first explored
the relations suggested by the Guilford mode! Using a synthetic
validation procedure, telaticns between epecific aptitude factors from
Guittord (1967) and writing skills were hypothesized The first analysis
investigated how the proposed aptitudes related to 1atings of skills
perfermance on a single escay The skills performance ratings on this
essay weie then related to summated ratings of the same essay The
effects of discourse mode and speaker topic audience relations were
controlied.

In the second problem the influence of the nature of the writing
task on the 1elations between aptitudes and student achievement was
investigated It was hypothesized that retations betaeen the selected
set of aptilude tests and the set of essay ratings or grades would differ
when the essays were written under different task conditions. Two
task conditiuns were cvaluated for effect on the weighting of
aptitudes’ contributions to yrades (a) discourse mode and speaker-
topic auvdence relations, and (b) timed essay and r.ultiple draft essay
formalts.

In the third problem the « ffectiveness of the Guilfoid aptitude tests
in addmng picdictable criterion variance to that available from
admissions predictors was explored.

Althouh the onginal hypotheses were not confiined by the
results, the ccope of the rescairch helped to formulate testable
hypothe..s on the nature of classroom evaluation of writing.

A comy'ex structui e ol independent variables is suggested to
exploie holistic grading Each skill area would be rated (1 4) on
(2) how usefulit s to the rater in discriminating among compositions,
(b) how high the studeit asgues, and (c) how competently the
student performs.

The results alpo sugyest an hypothesis about the hinear structure
of grades Instead of quantitative diffeiences along a single
continuum, qualitative difieiences are hypothesized, use of
discriminant analysis or other categorical analytic technique is
indicated for future studies €,

LESSONS FROM A CHILD: A CASE STUDY OF ONE
CHILD'S GROWTH IN WRITING OrderNo. DAB226743

Cauxins, Lucy McConrwick, Pu.D. New York University, 1982. 384pp.
Chairman. Dr. Gordon Pradl

Lessons from a Child is a longitudinal case study of one child’s
writing development, Instead of producing findings which can be
generalized to ali children, the study suggests questions, concepts
and methods which can assist others as they, too, observe children’s
growth in writing.

Data- inthe form of field notes, inteviews, tianscripts, co\]echons
of writing and videotapes were gathered us | observed Susia's
wiitins on a day-to day basis for two years. The observations were
made within the c. »siext of her third and fourth grade classrooms. The
dissertation cha-acterizes these classiooms, and uj Joing so,
suggests an apprcach to teaching writing. \

The study documents sequences and interrelationships in Sdsie's
growthasa writer, showing Susie learming to plan her wiiting, to wite
expository as well as narrztive pieces, and to cutically evaluate her
texts A major focus .. on Susie's giowth in rewision. The study
suggests connections between reading and wiiting. Finally, it oHer‘g

suggestions for future research. .

\

\
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CRITICAL ANALYSIS OF RHETORICAL CHOICES MADE IN \

THE CREATION OF TWO DIFFERING WRITTEN MODES: A
BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH AND A HISTORICAL FICTION \
. OrderNo.DAB8226744 \

Casty, Joun THORNTON, PH.D. New York University, 1982 452pp. !
Chairperson. Professor Harold Vine

The purpose of the dissertation was to provide for two differing
Iterary modes inorder to more closely examine what might be
transpinng between the writer and his inaterial in the writing act. For
this reason aithough meticulous attention was paid to the accuracy of
the information going into especially the biographical sketch, the
overnding consideration was the identification and analysis of how
certain matenals were treated and the rationale for the decisions
which influenced tius treatment. It was further understood that the
matenal involved in the two modes would be based on data
concerned with the early development of the Beat Generation in
general and Jack Kerouac in parhicular. The intended purpose was to
employ correlative information which would be similar enough to
aliow a common ground for comparison, while diflerent enough to
assure dissimilar stratagems. To further guarantee the likelihood of
this suggested relationship, source material, individuals involved, and
a dehineated list of rhetonical devices were oulined prior to the
investigation. These, in turn, provided the focus for the analysis which
followed the completion of the two texts. The critique broken down
as it was into three major areas--examinizd motivation for rhetorical
devices, motivation for decisions made in rewisions, and motivation for
intuitive probings.

Once the above was completed the researcher had provided
himself with a modus for determining the utilization of data in the
creation of the two documents Moré important, huwever, the critique,
through its appraisal, provided an in depth appreciativi of the
relationship between decisions made in wiiting and the subtle
demands of the inatenial. As a conscquence, the reseaicher
experienced the paradoxical nature of the act. Writing, in its holistic
form, is both simplistic and complex. simplistic in the sense that its
discursive undercurrent demands that each word work toward a
ratiocinative end, and comphcated because it is exploialtion and as
such the end s vontinually reshifting and reshaping its contours.

The dissertation, by allowing insight into the paradox, now
demands that the researcher as a teacher of wiiting begin to develop
a greater tolerance and appreciation for the holistic nature of writing,
and, by so duing, more accurately reflect what he has discovered.




A STUDY OF THE RELATIONSH(P BETWEEN THE ORAL.

AND WRITTEN NARRATIVE AND EXPOSITORY

COMPOSITIONS OF NINTH GRADE STUDENTS
OrderNo.DA8220192

CuerseBoRO, MarY CuizAut tn, Pu D Univwis ity of Scuth Carolina,
1982, 206pp Maor Prolessor Fhzabeth F Haynes

The major putpose of the study was 1o deletmine the natuie of the
relahonship between suiected fedtures of syntactic matunty in the
orai-and - wntten natiative diod expestory cumposdions of 150 ninth
grade students Facturs of syintactc iatunity andi,ztd’m the
investiyation were words per T umit, clauses per T unit, wo‘rds per
clause, adjctive wiauses et T ual, uoun Clauwcs et T unit, and
adverb clauses per T uint Othed factus fur co e - Ghon weae the
relatio 1ship of ivuding actuevemead aod vsex to e wyidactic inatunty
levels reficcted in the Subjects’ wa and witicn language A
secondary puipuse of the study was tu Laauune the relativaship
between patterns of enorsfound.n the cial and wiitlen nanrative
compousitivns of a iepresentative tub savapie of these inth graders,

All comipumbuns wei€ analycd for the selected fuatures of
syntdchic inatunty. whie 30 viaihanalive € omipontions aid 90 written
natrative cuipestions were alsc dnalyee d 1o vitors T'hz: .;h.el
statishical pivvedures ubed 1 the sludy to test the relationship
between «iiespe. ing factors of syntactic m2tuity, ieading
achievemient and Syatachic waatunly, sex and syn.actic maturity, and
cotinupoindig tiiv 1ypes o e compesitions of the subjects were
the Pearscat and the Pu.ut S.senal Conelation Coetficient
Interpretati,ns weit 1 ude on the Bosis of meeting the 05 tevel of
signicance.

The results of the study wadir 3ted that there was very Iittle
relatonship keteesn syntachc Tatunty levels in the various
compositions uf the syt ects studied Additionally, the mge‘shgatlon
provided no €.+ dence 1 tuppu it the tontent’on that p cficiency in
wnting s dej e ot upon picheency in speech The types of errors
made n the cial ~an ative compos.tiors ¢l the subjects neither
pealleled nor ieflected the types of errors made in their writlen

narratjve language.

!
THE SPOKEN WORD AND ThE WRITTEN WORD: A
TEACHER'S GUIDE TO THE RESEARCH

OrderNo. DAB223272

DRAGGA, Sam AnTHONY, JR , PH.D. Omio University, 3982 187pp.
Director of Dissertation. Marmo Soemarmo

This dissertation summarnzes and assesses twenty- six efnpirical
explorations of diflurences between spoken English and ‘written
Enghsh in word diveisity anwotd claws frequency The ob_‘ecnve o!
this research is to guide the wnting skills teacher to empiricalfy valid
findings which possess re'evance to the teaching of writing.

The relevance of 2 giveninquiry's indings to the writing skills
teachar was decided according to the language corpus and
communicators whict the inquir, assessed The ideal spoken ]
language corpus was consere. to b spoken language with which
the writing skills student ~as likely to be experienced ie Adia!ogue
discussing non techmica' topics. Cucurring within a social situation,
essential or non esse LM to the situation, composed impromptu and
by communicators unsk "le d at writing Thi: ideat writtep language‘
corpus was considered e be writte n tanguage with which the writing
skills student was likely to be inexpericnced ie, monologue,
discussing technical topics, occurdng within a non social siguatlon:
essential to the situation, compese through deliberation and revision
and by communicators skilled at wrling

Of the twenty six empirical explorations, no inquiry assessed a
language corpus similar to the ideat language corpus Exisling .
research on differences between spoken Engtsh and written Enqhsh
ire word diversity and word class frequency, as a consequence, gives
findings without clear relevance to the writing skills teacher In
addition, the criteria according to which words were tallied and
classified ditter inquiry to inquiry, unexplained or only partially
explained critena also occur Empirical design is frail at points, and
several inquines give findings without assessing their stalistical
significance Empincal research which does aid the writing skills
teacher s, as a consequence. still necessary.

Without solid info. m.atic~ on the ditferences betwes:, spoken
language and writicn language, the writing skills teacher ha, only the
clear differences between the speaking process and the writing
process (e.g., dialogue versus monologue, non-lechnical versus
technical topics, impromptu versus deliberative composing) to guide
h‘*{" her leaching. It is important that the writing skills teacher thus

Y __ridges across this disparity, using the communicators’
E l C tnce with the speaking process to devalop their experience
e writing process.

THE EFFECT OF WRITING IN R SP6NSE TO COGNITIVE
DISSONANCE ON SELECTED A$PECTS OF COGNITIVE

DEVELOPMENT Order No. DA8215134

EExHOFF, JuoY KoaLene, Pu.D. ‘Washington State Unlversity, 1982.
82pp. Chairperson: William P, McDpugall .

Cognitive development proceedd from a simple, concrete way of
viewing the world 1o a complex, abstract way of viewing it. Since
cognitive developmental psychologists and problem-solving
composition theorists using a developrental base hypothesize that
cognitive dissonance is a motivating factor behind co.gnitive
development, this study investigated the association setween
conceptual level, as measured by the Paragraph Con pletion Method,
moral reasoning, as measured by the Defining Issues Test, and
composition compelency, as measyred by Holistic Evaluation of
Compositions. Further, it determinef the effect of writing in response
to cognitive dissonance on each of the dependent variables,

Subjects were randomly chosen from English 101 classes at
Washington State Uniyersity. Contrpl subjects were pre- and
postlested and then participated in regular Enghish 101 classes,
Treatment sections were pre- and gosttested also, but dunng the 15
week semester they were presented with a composition course that
used dissonance producing stimulys as writing assignments, Using a
Pearson Product-Moment techniqye, no assoctation was found
betv.een measures of conceptual level, moral reasontng, and
composition competency. This lack of correlation appears to indicate
a lack of parallel elaboration of coficeptual structure across
dimensions of cognitive developmgnt, a need for more precise

definitions of the constructs, and raises the question of whether or not
the measurement of these constructs is valid.

Using one-tailed  tests for independent samples, unequal
numbers, no significant statistical difference was found between
scores of subjects who wrote in response to cognmitive dissonance and
those who wrote as a part of their class assignments,

Lack of significant statistical difference btween experimenal and
control groups may be accounted for by the ineflectiveness of writing
in response to cognitive dissonance. Writing may not be a sufficient
factor, in isolation, to aid subjectsin elaborating conceptual structure.
Itis also possible that the Paragraph Completion Method and the
Holistic Evaluation of Composition does not sufficiently separate
concept formation, rule learning, and problem solving skills from each
other. Careful separation of these would make interpretation of results
more generalizable Therelore, there is a need to repeat the research
using more objective measures.

~

A SOCIOLINGUISTIC STUDY OF NOTETAKING IN A
COLLEGE LECTURE CLASSROOM Order No, DA8226295
Fisk, ELizaseTH CHAPIN, PH D Arizona State University, 1982. 286pp.

Following a review of the shoitcomings of expenmental research
on notetaking, a naturalistic study of notetakingin a college tecture
classroom s descnbed. This study, based on a sociolinguistic
framework developed by Hymies, was designed to descrnibe the
characteistics of noles and notetaking and document possible
relationships between notetaking and student characteristics,
instructo lectuie style, classroom context, and lecture content..Data
coliection and analysis involved classroom observation, interviews,
colleclions of student notes, and audio- and videotapes of class
sessions. Results indicated that, in this classroom, notetaking had
strong social and contextual functions while its referential functions
were relatively weak. The notetaking of students covaned strongly
wath the instruclor’s notegiving activity and with other aspects of the
classroom context. In addition, variations in notetaking seemed to be
associated with certain charactenstics of the student notetakers,
including age, participation style, achievement, and attitude toward
the student role. In contrast, evidence of a relationship between
notetaking and lecture topic was weak, and notes appeared to be
underutilized as a tool for encoding and storing information, Overall,
the findings supported the utiity of using Hymes' sociolinguistic
framework to analyze notetaking as a language act within a
communicative event. Further research is warranted dqscribing
noletaking in natural contexts, This qualitative research, which will
advance understanding of the multifaceted nature and function of
notetaking is crilical in promoting effective instruction.in c.oliege
lecture classrooms. ,
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THE RELATIONSHIP OF TWO METHODS OF MARKING TO

- THE QUALITY OF COMPOSITIONS AND TO ATYITUDES

TOWARD WRITING OF SELECTED FOURTH GRADE PUPILS

Gasvon, EveLyn ArLene Reaves, Eo.D. University of Southern
Caiifornia, 1982, Chairman: Professor CharlesM Brown

Probdlem. This experimental study was desngned to determine
whether any relationship existed between the manner in which
compositions were marked and the quality of pupiis' compositions
and the development of pupils' attitudes toward writing.

Method The study's score was delimited to descriptive writing.
Twenty-eight subjects were randomly selected to pe:ticipate in the
study. The study was conducted utilizing the Randomized Control- -
Group Pretest-Posttest Design (Isaac & Michael, 1981), Only data
from both study groups were utilized in determming the results.

The study's treatment, which was applied to the composmons
consisted of visibly marking the compositions of pupils in each study
group in twn diferent manners. Errors found in the control group's
compositions were marked and comments were written about the
errors indicated. The experimental group's compositions were scored
holistically by a team of trained redders and content-related
comments assigneg to each composition score were written on each
pupil's composition.

Pretest and posttest composition sets and attitude surveys were
esompleted by pupils assigned to both study groups. Raw scores were
computed, and statistical analysis was accomplished through the use
ol the Fisher exact probability test for differences between .
frequancies of changes between the independent experimental and
control groups,

Aindings. No significant differences were found between the
experimental and control groups in either composition scores or
atitude scores.

Conclusion. Data obtained indicated that marking each error and
writing comments about the cited error in a descriptive composition
or writing generalized comments about the content of a descriptive
composition has no signi/icant relationship to the development of
positive or negative attitudes toward writing.

Recommendation. More research shouid be conducted in this
area. Tiis study should be replicated over a longer period of time by
using a larger sample for which significant results might be expected
Other studies should be conducted to determine the relationship
between marking and the quality of written compositions relative to
pupils' academic level of achievement, sex, and other similar factors.
As this study indicated that pupils prefar to have specific errors cited,
sachers should provide pupils with feedback which is specific and
understandable.

'LATCRAL SPECIALIZATION OF THE MODES OF
COMPOSING: AN EEG STUDY Otder No, DAB218322

GLASSNER, BENJAMIN M, Ep.D. Rutgers University The State U of New
Jersey (New Brunswick), 1982. 192pp Co-Chairpersons: Janet A,
En:ig, Leonide Goldstein

The method of interhemispheric EEG amplitude analysis has been
used {o ascertain whether differences in composing in the extensive
and reflexive modes are reflected in the interhemispheric amplitude
relationships. Bilateral recordings from symmetrical locations (T3 and
T,) were obtained for twenty-four 18-22 year-old white middle income
college students (12 men and 12 women), all right-handed native
speakers of English of average to superior verbal intelligence, durmg
four successive periods: (1) a 5-minute baseline with eyes clo
(2) aS-minute baseline with eyes opened, (3) a 10-minute writing .
which described a process, and (4) a 10-minute writing which
recatied a closely-felt personal éxperience. Mean amplitude ratios
(R/L) were compared for successive recording periods. Increases
indicated relative shifts to left, decreases relative shifts to right
hemiaphere activation. No direct relationship was indicated between
assignments and direction of shift, Neither was significance indicated

for the yualties of written products nor for seven behavioral variables,

Only ratings of subjects’ accounts of their thoughts, feelings and
operations in response to a post-composing questionnaire on a scale
between polar descriptions of exiensive and reflexive composing
proved significant, composing accompanied by a relative right shift
v'mlno cloesr 10 the reflexive pole while composing accompanied by

descriptions (p € .05) and accounts of personal experiences (p <
.005). Those processes characterized as extensive--which were linear
and direct, in which the writers were so familiar with the content of
their discourse that they could concentrate on the formal demands
and the amenities of communication:-were lccompamed by an
overall predominance of left hémisphere processing, Those
characterized as reflexive--which were generally slower, more
coimplex and recursive, in which writers focused on discovering
rather than communicating -were accompanied by an overall relative
predominance of nght hemisphere processing. The examinations of
the two performances of three subjects illustrate these findings and
further suggest that most composing consists of a complex interplay
of hemispheric relationships, writers moving in and out of extensive
and reflexive composing with corresponding shifts in relative
hemispheric engagement.

v

SYNTACTIC FLUENCY, QUALITY OF WRITING, AND )
STANDARD USAGE IN THE WRITING OF COMMUNITY
COLLEGE FRESHMEN OrderNo. DAB219468

Gurrry, Lotrie Lirscoma, Eo.D. East Texas State University, 1982,
183pp. Adviser: Robert H, Garin

Purpose of the Study. The purpose of this investigation was to
determine the effect of sentence-combining on syntactic fluency,
judged quality, and usage errors in the essays of community college
freshman composition students. Other purposes were to determing
the effects of treatment on students of high and low abilities and the
relationship between fluency and errors.
Procedure. Pretest and postlest essays at the beginning and end
of the fifteen-week investigation were written by ninety-seven subjects
during the fall semester, 1981. Essays were typed and coded, and five
copies were made The investigator tabulated T-unit length, clause
length, and clauses per T unit. Assisting teachers marked errors of six
types. Holistic raters assigined quality scores on a one-to-six sceie.
Treatment consisted of eleven forty-minute sessions of sentence-
combining in cued and open formats once a week during the |
semeste”, Control classes studied formal grammar. Two instructors |
each taught an experimental and a control! class.
Findings. Analysis of covariance, covarying pretests and scores on |
the Tes! of Standard Written English (TSWE), was applied to compare |
the groups on syntactic fluency, errors, and judged quality. Subjects
were assigned to low and high groups according to TSWE scores,
and a two-way analysis oi variance was used to compare high and low
experimental and control groups and to measure interaction, |
Correlations were measured between T-unitlength and e.ror |
frequencies. The .05 level determined significance. |
Analysis revealed nu significant differences between groups on |
syntactic fluency, errors, or judged quality Significant interaction |
occurred on clause length and on subject-verb agreement errors. |
High students' essays contained smnmcantly fewer clauses and
fragments and were judged significar*” Luperior when compared to
the: essays of low students. A significar  -(relation occurred
betweeh T-unit length and comma splices. ‘
Conclusions. Significant interaction and trends in tests of fluency |
and etrors'suggest that sentence-combining exerts a positive effect
on students with above-average abilities. Sentence-combining is as
effective as grammar instruction to remediate grammar errors,
Findings denoted a weak or nonexistent correlation between T-unit
length and usage errors.

THE EFFECTS OF SENTENCE-COMBINING EXERCISES ON
|

Miva isft shift scored closer 10 the extensive pols for both process

EMC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:
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THE STRUCTURE OF IDEAS IN FRESHMAN COMPOSITION
Order No.DAB224896

HasTINGS, PryLLis GETSCHMAN, A.D. The University of Michigan, 1982,
204pp. Charrman® Alan B Howes

Students in college courses are expected to produce unified,
coherent discoutse, yet often composition classes provide few
resources for creating effective organization. Or they offer rigid
patterns of operation which force every writing task into the same
structural imold Students need tools for understanding structure so
they can discern it in what they read and create it when they write.

To focus on key pedagogical issues, | examine two approaches to
teaching structured writing. William Kerrigan's Writing to the Point:
Six Basic Stgps and Peter Elbow's Writing Without Teachers This
comparison reveals the necessity for tapping students’ implicit ability
to create diverse {(even conflicting) structural connections. Writing is
then seen to involve two broad stages, the first a heuristic process
aimed at discovering a central idea, the second {growing out of and
interacting with the first) an explicative process aimed at developing
and molding an idea for presentation.

In order to increase their contiol over unifying structure, students
must develop an understanding of its nature and function and
become familia- ...th the vanety of structural patterns available to
them |use atriangular model to reveal and explore the kinds of
connections in discourse As an abstractimage, it illustrates the
interconnections between ¢35 of abstraction necessary o
mel_ninglul communication, the unilying role of the mainidea as it
relates to subordinate 1deas and examples, and the linking function of
the various segments As a working model it assists students in the
discovery and creation of structural relationships.

| also conssder how structure is transtated into the linear sequence
of discourse Wniters must create an arrangement pattern and provide
sutficient clues so a reader can comprehend the multiple connections
implied by the trigngular model of structure. By analyzing essays &
college student mught read, | illust ate the factors which affect the
choice of alinear pattern a~d suggest how analysis of reading
material can contribute to students’ ability to identily structure and
use it effectively.

BASIC SKILLS: READING PERFORMANCE TEST SCORES
ANO THE IMPACT OF A WRITING PROGRAM
OrderNo. DA§217756

Hwtom, Pzrre R., Eo.D. Temple University, 1982. 189pp. Major
Adviser: Dr. Dolores Silva

The basic problem of this study was to determine the impec. of a
writing program on reading performance test scores.

1t was hypothesized that: (1) There s a telationship between
reading as evaluated by scores on the CTBS and writing as asse3sed
by teachers. (2) Theres a relationship between systematic
concentration on acquisition of writing competency and higher
reading scores as evaluated by the CTBS. (3) There is an
improvement in the experimental group writing assessment following
the use of a program of systematic concentration on the acquisition of
writing competency.

This study was limited to adescriptionof the impact of a wniting
progeam on reading scores and wriling assessments in the total tenth
grade English class population in a comprehensive high school
during the 1979-1980 school year. The student population consisted
of 703 tenth ¢rade pupils at Germantown High School in Philadelphia,
Pennsytvania. These 703 students were divided into twenty-three
classes: 12 contro! and 11-experimental Based on the pre-test of the
CTBS and the writing assessment, Students were grouped by ability
level. Students who were admitted to school 50 days or more after the
study becan, or who were absent 50 days or more during the year,
we:g not considered to have participated in the program or the
individual writing activities.

Q . -
10

The eleven experimental and twelve control classes were taugiht
by regularly appointed teachers of the Germantown High School
English Department. Teachers for the control classes received no
information about the writing program. Teachers for the experimenty)
cln§§es were given inservice preparation in the use of the writing
program.

Eight computer comparisons were made to test the three
hypotheses.

Comparisons relative to atendance were made using chi squarg,
Comparisons relative to H, were made using Pearson and Spearman,
Comparisons relative to H, and H, were made using anova.

The results show that writing as assessed by teachers and readi
as cvaluated by the CTBS were evidently correlated. The results show
that the experimental group made greater gains in both reading and
writing than the control group.

3
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THE ROLE OF EXPRESS(VE WRITING IN THE WRITING
PROCESS ! OrderNo,. DAB221940

Howewt, Suzanng, PH.D. Southern lihnois Univessity at Carbondale,
1982. 270pp Major Professor. Bruce C. Appleby

A new paradigm, based on the writing process, is emerging in the
field of ccmposition teaching and research. New questions about
writing ate being raised This paper is an attempt, through the
articulation of a model of the writing process, to answer some of these
questions, in particular: (1) Some evidence suggests that writing is;
or can be, a process of discovery, or a process through which the
writer makes meaning. Why or how does this process take place?

(2) Jares Bntion and others have suggested that expressive writing,
writing close to the sell, is logically and psychologically pnor to other
forms of wuting 1s this true, and, if so0, on what basis is it true?

While not all writing involves the creation of meaning, the thesis of
this paper s that expressive wnting plays a crucial role in that writing
process which embodies, represents, or results in the discovery of
personal meaming. The mudel presented of the writing-process-as-
Jiscovery is based on existential phenomenology. According to the
phenomenological perspective, personal meaning can be realized by
undertaking phenomenological anaysis, a method of reflecting on
experience. Understanding the writing process in terms of this model
means 1ecognizing that writing can be simultaneously the discovery
of meaninginone's subject and the discovery of self. ~ '

Chapter I discusses problems in the field of composition, with
specific emphasis on current concerns such as the nature of'the
writing process Chapter Il defines expressive writing from
anthropological, philosophical, and rhetorical points of view. Chapter
1l reviews traditional and current classroom practices related to
expressive writing. Chapter IV reviews research related to expressive
writing. Chapler V proposes a model of the writing process based on
the theories of Edmund Husserl and Maurice Merleau-Ponty. The
model repiesents the process as a discovery of personal meaning
which is grounded in the expressive mode of writing. Chapter VI
illustrates, with examples from students writing, the possible uses of
this model in the secondary English classroom.

«
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FRAMES, CONTENT ORGANIZATION, AND THEMES IN
STUDENT EXPOSITORY ESSAYS Order No.\DAB224969

HuLt, CurisTine ANN SMiTH, PH.D. The University of Michigan, 1982.
279pp. Chairman. Thomas Toon

This study analyzes the structure of expository essays in terms of
writer predispositions and reader expectations--the "frames" by
which written communication proceeds. A frame consists of the sels
of conwventions shared by writers and readers. These sets of
conventions provide written prose with a structure by which readers
can reconstruct a writer's frames while reading. An essay's thematic
structyre is an important way by which the language frames in
exposition are signailed and the main themes in a expository essay
are highliyhted by the writer so as to indicate relabionships within that
structure.

In order to understand the interaction of writers and readers
through their shared expository frame, | anglyzed the structure,
content organization, of sixty expository essays taken from the writing
assessment at the University of Michigan. In this analysis, | discovered
that the best writers were able to organize and produce a unified,
coherent presentation of content and to signal for readers that
content's organization through the use of theme highlighting dévices,
such as word and sentence ordering, special syntactic structures, or
cohesive devices.




Furthermore, a reader's judgment of quality in essays in influenced
by the writer's skilt at indicating content organization through the use
of an expository frame In a reading investigation, | determined that
readers are better able to discern the content organization in essays
judged to be tugh quality than in essays judged to be of lesser quality
Thus, readers use their exposiary frame to judge quahty in
expostion

Since content organization and specitically theme highlighting are
importantindications of expository frames, students must pay explicit
attention to structure when learning to write The goal in composition
courses sh.uld be to help students perceive patterns in structure as
they read and write, to plan and to revise their plans during the writmg
prowess Through learning to understand their many choices within
exposition, students gain control and power over their own language
use

THEORETICAL ORIENTATIONS AND INSTRUCTIONAL
IMPLICATIONS OF NOTETAK'NG AND REVIEW
OrderNo.DAB8225292

KiewRA, KenneTH ANTHONY, Pr.D. The Fiorida State University, 1982.
103pp Muyjor Professwor Harold Fletcher

Four experiments were conducted to investigate the relationship
between notetaking and performance and to determine how students
should take noles and review Correlational findings from Experiment
1 revealed that four indices of note quantity were generally
interrelated, but unrelated to immediate recalldelayed rezai, or
actual class achieven ent Sex and scholastic ability were more highly
sasociated-with performance than was notetaking. Correfational
results from Experiment 2 confirmed that notetaking was
quantitatively consistent from lecture tolecture nd thatthe numper
of critical points recorded in notes was significantly c.orre]aled with
actual course perdformance. In Experiment 3, instructions and.lesl
mode expectancies encouraged students to process informahor! and
record notes on a concrete, abstract, abstract integrative, or typical
level of abstraction Resultsindicated that the instructions did not
differentially atfect either notetaking or ach-evement.'Subsequcnt
correlational analyses revealed that independent md_nces of note .
Qualty could be estabhshed and that both note quahty and quantity
were related to vaneties of learning outcomes. Experiment 4
investigated the effects of reviewing notes at a decper | ye! of
sbstraction, by means of reorgamzation. No difference¥in nmm'edlate
recognition performance were found for subjects wh_o reorganized
notes into an instructor generated matrix versus subjects who
reviewed in their typical manner. An interaction between method of
review and typ= of delayed testwas unpredicted by the theory of
encoding specificity but was explained in regard to the theory of

isode matching, ]
*® The followinggconclusions were drawn. Instructiona!ly, nptelakmg
is related to pedormance especially in real classroom s.nluanons. l'ﬂd
notes should be complete and should emphasize main ideas Revugw
strategies which initiate reorganization are also valuable 1'or recalling
information in most Situations. Theoretically, research guided t:!y
information processing may reveal the optimal level of abs.trachon for
notetaking and review. Empirically, researchers must mam.pul'ate the
level of notetaking and review and veiify the intended qual.nt'atwe
differences Additionally, citerion measures must be sensitive to
varieties of leacning outcomes which qualitative diferencesin
notetaking may produce.

THE OCCURRENCE OF PASSIVES IN WRITTEN ENGLISH
Order No. DA8223985

KaAoTHAMER, HELENE LOis SeLTzer, PH D State University of New York
at Butfalo, 1882. 122pp. )

Atransitive proposition may be expressed as an active or a passive
sentence, vut obsenations show that passives are less p're»alent.lhan
actives. The fact that the frequency of passives falis wn!\m a relatively
narrow range suggests that there are principles regulating the
occurrence of passives

This study selects the properiies of givennes§, a)imacy and
agency froin discussions of fopics and themes, identifies them as
© iptoperties, thatis, properties that are best exp.ressed atthe

E l C‘ning of a sentence, and uses them to characterize a full
ligm of transitive senle ces.

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

The Polarity Hypothesis is introduced which predicts thata
sentence is most communicatively efficient when all the frontal
properties are at the beginning of the sentence and the opposite final
properties a7 > al the end. The transitive sentence types are then given
values of polanty, measunng the.distribution of the frontal properties
within the sentence, and are then ranked according to thei predicted
probability of occurrence (high polarity = high probability) The
frequency of passives can then be approximated.

The Hypothests was tested by collacting data using two methods.
The fisst was to analyze the tuxts of ten Scientific American articles,
randomly selected from the reading hst of an anirmal behavior course,
and the second was to design and analyze a sentence production
expenment where paricipants wrote sentencesdescribing diawings
depicting transitive events. The iesults of both methods supported the
Polarity Hypothesis, showing that the hypothesis accurately predicted
the conditions for passive occurience and also approximated the
frequency of passive occurtence In the text study, a ccrrelation was
found to exist between hign polarity and high readability. In both
methods it was found that sentences of high polarity are more
frequent in language than sentences of low polarity.

Polarity can be used to explain the coincidence of fopics and
sublects with givenness, animacy, agency, as well as deliniteness,
which is considered as a potential fronta! property.

This *-¢sis concludes by presenting the Polar.ty Hypothesis as a
specific pragmatic principle that offers the best explanation for the
occurrence of passives in written English.

TOWARD A THEORY OF APPRAISING STUDENT WRITING
BASED ON DEVELOPMENTAL ASPECTS OF COGNITIVE
COMPETENCE AND LINGUISTIC PERFORMANCE: GRADES
FOUR, NINE, AND THIRTEEN OrderNo. DAB217538

KRrutz, MeL ELAINE, PH.D. The University of Nebraska - Lincoln, 1982.
33Spp. Advisers: Udo Jansen, Alan Lemke

Systematic appraisal of student writing has traditionally been
based on surface criteria such as syntax and mechanics, yet research
and theory in composition recognize the strong relationship between
cognition and language. This study looks below surface expression to
underlying Competence and Perdormance. It looks to the writers'
words as acts, to examine a way of evaluating writing which
recognizes.both thought and expression. In order to do this it
presents an ovenyiew of Cognitive and Linguistic development,
explores their relationships, and explains *he.e relationships as they
occur in composition. From this review of literature, an heuristic is
developed from which student composition is viewed according 0
developmentally appropriate standards. Writings from grades four,
nine, and thirteen, and transcripts of oral discussions abou! them, are
analyzed using the heuristic. The results of the Test of Logical
Thinking (Tobin and Cappie, 1980), administered to the writers, is @
third measure of comparison from which to draw conclusions about
sequences of Cognlitive Competence and Linguistic Peformance
seen in student writing, and the value of the heuristic toward reading
writing well.

Major question. What relationships between qualities of
Competence and Performance can be found in student writing?

Supplementary question. Is the heuristic developed for this study a
¢ ¢ful tool with which to describe qualities of student writing?

A DESCRIPTIVE ANALYSIS OF BUSINESS WRITING:
RHETORICAL AND LINGUISTIC PERSPECTIVES -

OrderNo:DAB227022
LesuiE, Pn&ucu A. Woriman, Pu.D. The University of Nebraska -
Lincoin, 1982 199pp Adviser. Dr. Leslie Whipp

In thig dissertation, 1 study descriptively a corpusof business
writing drawn fiom @ major national corporation. My orientation in the
study is towardlteachjng business writing. By seeking to explore the
uselulness of examining writing produced by business people on the
job, | hope to partially define the task of teaching business writing to
college students |analyze the discourse in four different ways- all
inductive and all ways that to my knawledge have not be~n used
previously in the study of business language.

.~



In chapler 1, | describe the status of research in the specialized
fieid of business composition and the changing paradigm in the
Sroader field of composition in chapter 2, | explain my methodotogy
and my hypotheses, which considered both rhetoncal and linguistic
perspectives In chapter 3, ) complete three types of analysis
modiied Auslotehan, Frame Analysis, based on the work of Erving
GoMtman, and Specch Act analysis, based in the theory of John
Searte Inchapter 4, | perform a senes of syntactic analyses, including
the measurement of such stylishc patterns as ‘runcated passives,
nominal modifiers, passive adjectives, and dependent sentences. In
chapter 5, Lrepurt my findings. amonz which s the conclusion that
some of the patterns that emerge in this study do not substantiate
elements ol conventional teaching. { found 50me interesting
pattesning of language form with rhetorical purposes and some
patterning betwen language form-and the writer's place in the office
hierarchy Finally, | make recommendations for additional research
that seem to be clearly indicated by this stucy.

b

THE PERSONAL JOURNAL - JOURNAL KEEPER
RELATIONSHIP AS EXPERIENCED BY THE JOURNAL
KEEPER: A PHENOMENOLOGICAL AND THEORETICAL
INVESTIGATION OrderNo. DAB220949

Lowensten, SHARYN SoNOAA, Eo.D. Boston University School of
Education, 1982, 301pp. Major Professor: Bruce McPherson

Journal keeping is a wide-spread phenomenon, and has been_
practiced across diverse cultures, religious groups and geographical
areas since at least 56 A D Despite this fact, there is meagre research
available, and this literature reveals little systematic review of
personal journal keeping. The research shows a strong bias toward
conceptualizing the journal as product only, which is discussed from
the perspective of the researcher, not the journal keeper hersell.

Given the above, this dissertation begins with the question, “What

is the personal journal experience from the journal keepers’ point ot

\ view?" Six journal keepers are interviewed, and they discuss their way
of interacting with and use of the journal. From the interview data,
three journal keeping stages are presented: Preoaration, or those
elements that lead to journal writing; Writing, or the experiences of
the journal keeper at the moment of writing; and Follow-up, or
possible reactions to an entry once it is written, These include re-
reading the entry, sharing it with someone else, or transiorming It into
snother genre.

The findings are analyzed through two theoretical contexts: The
steges in journal keeping are compared to those in the composing
process in more formal writing. The spatial and temporal dynamics
within these stages and the journal proper are also examined infiheir
capacity to offer the journal keeper a variety of interpretations on her
experience.

The findings of the stages are applied to the teaching of adults:
Recommendations are made for jou,nal keeping classes, a rationale
and considerafions are presented for incorporating journals across
content areas, reasons are given for the ways in which the journal
process helps the students to write.

A PHENOMENOLOGICAL INVESTIGATION OF THE HOME
LEARNING ENVIRONMENT AND ITS INFLUENCE ON THE
CONCEPT OF WRITTEN LANGUAGE OF SELECTED
PREKINDERGARTEN CHILDREN OrderNo.DAB226194

McCuLLy, BeLinoa Kay, Pu.D. University of Missourl - Columbia, 1982,

314pp. Supervisor: Dr. Stevie Hoffman

| Purpose. The purpose of this phenomenological investigation was
| to determine the influence of the homes' learning environment on
-prekindergarten children's concepts of written language.
Procedures. Data were collected during four 60 minute sessions
on consecutive days in which the parents and children completed a
total of 20 tasks. The tasksincluded a parent questionnaire,
interviews, videotaping of parent/child interaction during a visual
language event and activities invclving drawing and writing. Data
colected were analyzed and categorized in order to describe the
children’s home leasning environments and concepts of written
Q 1ge. Parent/child interaclion was described using Halliday's
E MC} notion of rogiater,

Aruitoxt provided by Eic: .
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Findings. Although there were subtle differences ir the home
environments of these six prekindergarten children, the most
sogr_uﬁcnnt discrepancies were observed in parent/child interaction
during f_he visual language activity. Three divergent types of
mlerachpn were identified’ (1) child initiated with parental response
to questions, statements and requests; (2) parent initiated with chiid
response 1o questions, statements and directions, and (3) parent
do‘mlnated and directed interaction with little or no opportunity for the
child to contribute in an independent tashion. Definite changes in
«enor !_aetween parent and child were noted when shift from drawing
to writing was made by each dyad. Mothers became more directive
fjurmg the children’s construction of written language. With this direct
intervention by mothers the children had limited opportunities to
demonstrate their knowledge and use of wiitten language. This was in
contrast with their work with the researcher.

'Qonclusions. The childrens’ metalinguistic descriptions of writing,
writing patterns gnd production processes used to compose ang
symbolize meaningful messages appeared to be influenced by limited
parental expectations. The observed changesin tenor during the
Earent/child visual language event suggested that these parents
lacked confidence in their children's ability to independently
construct wntten language at this.young age. When the children
wgrked with the researcher, however, in a supportive, encouraging
climate a.ll used some lorm of graphic representations to
communicate with an audience.

N

REVISION STRATEGIES OF BASIC AND COMPETENT
WRIJERS AS THEY WRITE FOR DIFFERENT AUDIENCES

q Order No. DA8223609
MONAHAN, BriaN DANEL, PH D. Fordham University, 1982 344
Mentor: Rita S. Brause ! PP

The_case study approach w s used $o describe the revision
strategies used by ight twellth grade writess as they wrote
compesiticns for two audiences their teachers and their peers. The

sample consisted of four writers who had py been classif
taccor m:lo_—\-

as basic and four who had been classiied/as compe
scores that they achieved i, holistically §cored pieces ‘g for a
!eac her audience. The data included responses gathered during
interviews with the subjects and with their previous teachers of
English, multiple drafts of compositions produced by each writer for

each audience, and audio tapes of the subjects’ verbal protocols as
they composed aloud —

_The lindinys indicated that (a) the basic writers made more
fewsmns.k?r the teacher audience, while the competent writers made
more revisions for the peer audience, (b) the competent writers made
a wider range of revisions according to the points, levels, types and
purposes of revision that were established prior to the collection ot
the data, ancg (c) the competent writers were able 1o revise in
extendgd episodes in which one revision was cued by, and related to.
an earlier revision, while the basic writers made 1solated revisions,

} Although there were ditferences in the revision patterns of the
ditfercnt groups of writers, the basic writers demonstrated that they
possessed the same revision strategies as the competent writers,
though they used those strategies in different ways, The verbal
protocols. of the basic writers suggested that their limited use of some
of the revision strategies that they possessed resulted from the
constraints uqder which they were operating. The most significant of
those constraints seemed 10 be the dificulties that the basic writers
Egtinwnh_ the acl\;al p(cjoduclior\ of text and the basic writers’ view of

posing as a two draft procedure with revision taki
during the second dralt. on taking place only
It was.s_uggested by the investigator that students need
opportunilies to write for a variety of audiences other than their
teachers’am_i _lhal teachers can facilitate successlul revision in
stqunts wnlmg by providing students with information about the
revision slralegies that they pessess but use too intrequently.

1
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AN INVESTIGATION OF THE TRANSITION FROM ORAL
LANGUAGE TO WRITTEN LANGUAGE OF SELECTED
DLEMENTARY STUDENTS OrderNo. DAB219479
Nasow, Janer Lowmie, Eo D East Texas State University, 1982 98pp
Adviser Michael R. Sampson

Purpose of the Study. This study was initiated to investigate the
transition made by elementary students from oral to written language
Specifically, the oral language abihty of first-grade students was
compared with the written janguage ability of filth-grade students.

Procedure. The subjects for the study were 120 first-grade
students anc 120 hith-grade students. Using the Allen Language
Assessment Formula, dictated language samples were taken from the
fiest-grade students and compared to written language samples taken
trom the fitth-grade students. Twelve scores representing the use of
tugh frequency words; novel nouns, verbs, adjectives, and adverbs;
the use ol adverbrals and figuratives; and an "other™ category of
unique linguistic forms were used 1o obtain total fanguage scores.
The (-tests for independent samples were applied to the data to
determine whether significant diﬂete;'ces existed between the means
of the oral and written language samples. ]

Findings. Based on the statistical analysis of the data, the (Indmos
of the study were ss follows: (1) Significant differences favoring the
fth-grade students were found when the oral and written umplu
were compared ac:ording to use of the first 100 and 300 high

Eighty fourth graders were randomly assigned to either the self-
generated or preconstrucied prediction treatment with equal numbers
: s&labiects assigried to treatments at each of three reading ability

vels, d

Procedures were the same for all subjects. Each subject was given
the test story 1o read silently, stopping at four places to generate a
prediction abgut the upcoming story event (self-generated treatment)
or to select a prediction from a multiple choice format
(preconstructed treatment). Following the last part of the story an
intervening computational task was employed followed by a retelling
task

The resulting data was subjected to a 2 x 3 ANOVA 1o test for
significant differences in amount of information recalled and
prediction accuracy. Within the limitations of the study it was
concluded that. (1) Seif-generated treatment subjects recalied
significantly more information than preconstructed subjects. Resuits
were significant at the 01 level of confidence. (2) Mean accuracy of
prediction was approximately the same for both treatment groups.
(3) Prediction accuracy tended 1o increase as additional information
became available. (4) Higher reading ability produced more
information recalled as well as greater prediction accuracy.

The implications of the present study add to the theoretic notions
of Frank Smith (1978) and others who view prediction as necessary
for reading comprehension while raising some interesting questions
sbout prediction accuracy.

implications for practice include the suggestion that readers be
provided with numerous opportunities to generate their own
predictions while reading and that the emphasis be on the actual
generation of predictions rather than on the accuracy of those
predictions.

Research implications include replications with different age
groups using different types of stonies. The development of a more
refined instrument for measuring prediction accuracy appears to be
the next logical step in order to ascertain whether a relationship does
indeed exist between prediction accuracy and recall of information.

x

THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THREE LANGUAGE-ARTS
CURRICULUM MODELS IN DESCRIBING WRITTEN
COMPOSITION CURRICULA Order No. DAS218540

PezesHxPoun, PARYNAZ, Pu.D. University of lllinois at Urbana-
Champaign, 1962. 112pp.

Social and scientific changes have brought about educational
problems &n example of which can be tound in inability of rost of the
students to write clearly even after they graduate from high school.
Since the problem is an international phenomenon, a comparative
enamination of various official curricula in written compoasition might
revesl the similertiies and dierences that need to be taken into
account in examining students' achisvement,

‘ W

The data for study wes gathered through a questionnaire that
deals in some delall with types of written wori s, rhetorical modes,
instructional gosls, class materisis and evaluation methods. The
questionnaire was submitted 1o the national curriculum agencies or to
selection of regional supervisors who are assumed to be experts in
curriculum development depending on centralized or decentralized

* nature of system of education.

Building on the data, the study presents an examination of various
curricula and (1) shows the central tendency of composition
curricula as described by a central agency or an expert; (2) compares
and contrasts the reported tendencies across respondents with
respect (o particular variables; (3) ascertains the rationale behind the
similarities and differences of various curricula and relates them to
one or more of the three models of Heritage, Competency, and
Growth; (4) determines that the three models have sufficient power ¢
be usad for a longer cross-national analysis of the intended
curriculum, and (5) determines that the three models do not
necessarily call for different sorts of evaluation in any, cross-model
testing.

Given these findings, the study then proposes that regardiess o
ditferent teaching and evaluation methods of writing in use in various
countries, ther is a basis for assessing the performance of students
in different countries and comparing the results, and unless a
thorough research in a large number of countries be undertaken, one
cannot establish and apply the exact advantages of one model of
writing over the others. . -

THE CCMPOSING/REVISING PROCESSES OF EXPERIENCED
ADULT WRITERS AND THE EFFECT OF EDITING
INTERVENTION OrderNo. DAS227121
PreRRER, Suzanne SumseR, PH.D. George Peabody College for

Teachers of Vanderbilt University, 1982. 169pp. Major Professor:
Robert S. Whitman

Purpose. This study investigated composing and revising
processes and the effect of editing on revising for seven experienced
adult writers. The main objectives were as follows, (1) Togaina
clearer understanding of the place of revising in composing, (2) Te
provide insighls into the composing and revising processes of
experienced adult writers, (3) To gain insights into external editing
and its effect on revising.

Procedures. The writing task reflected a realistic composing
situation. The writers composed a journalistic article on a self.chosen
topic and submitted a working dralt to editors for comments. The
writers could use or reject the editing advice. Ther final drafts were
submitted to the local newspaper and published.

Content analysis of all composing materials established
composing and revising sequences for two writers. All revisions from
the working and final drafts of these writers and four others were
classified according to a modification of Bridwell’s (1979) scheme.
The editing comments were classified accoiding to a modification of
Bridwell’s (1979) scheme. The editing comments were classified
according o an original scheme. Analysis of retrospective interviews
and questionnaires supplied background data Corroboration for this
data was supplied by a revising atoud protocol.

Major Conclusions

Composing and Revising. (1) Revising is a comprehenswe part of
composing, requiring a sequence of drafts and a generous time
allolment (2) Composing and revising processes are diverse,

(3) Writers establish their own sets of composing and revising
processes and fall into composing types. (4) Intrinsicfactors
identified that affect composing and revising were the writers'
experience, instruction, level of apprehension, and knowledge of the
subject (5) Situaticnal variables that atfect composing and revising
processes are format, length, audience, and time.

Editing. (1) Collabosative editing is a natural part of the writing
process. Wrilers rely on formal or informal external editing teedback
at some paint in the process or throughout. (2) Collaborative editing
influences wnters and their revising positively; authoritarian editing
affects them negatively (3) Writers' ability to utilize collaborative

editing is interretated to their writing and editing experience,
(4) Acceptance and utilization of editing is i~terrelated to the level of
writing apprehension.and the writer's self image evolved from past
“writing instruction.

The implications of these findings for composition teachers and
researchors are discussed and directions for further research
suggested. :
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THE EFFECTS OF THREE LEVELS OF PREWRITING
QUESTIONS UPON THE WRITTEN RESPONSES OF COLLEGE
FRESHMEN TO EHORT STORIES CrderNo. DAS218542

Quinx, Donaro Lawaence, Pu.D. University of lhnors at Urbana-
Champaign, 1982. 150pp.

The purpose of this study was to determine the effects of three
levels of specificity of prewriting questions and the effects of story
selection upon the written responses of college freshmen to short

slories. Subjects read one of two short stories, one best described as
unconventional in terms of its theme and technique and the other
more conventional in theme and style. Next, subjects responded to a
qQuestionnaire requesting that they rate questions that might be asked
sbout a work of literature according to their appropriateness to _the
story read One questionnaire provided sixteen relatively spec.mc
questions; 2 second, four general questions; a third, no questior.s at
#but which simply requested that they propose three questions of
their own. Finally, subjects were given thirty minutes to write an essay
about the story read. . .

Raters anaiyzed each essay by dividing it into statements,
claseilying the content of each statement and the content of the essay
a8 a whole, judging the quality of each essay, and estimating th'e
Quantity of response by tallying the total number of statements in each
essay.

Aymultivarilte analysis of variance and a chi-square analysis
revealed significant difierences in the content of response, bogh on
the statement and essay levels, attribulable to story. An univariate
snalyss of variance revealed a significant difference in the quality ol
response attributable to story, and a second univariate analysis found
no significant differences in the quantity of response. Small
dilferences in content and quality of response attributable to
questionnaire, although suggestive, were not significant.

The researcher concluded that (1) the dominant response mode 18
interpretaton, (2) curtailed prewriting ttme lessens the quality of the
essays, (3) students lack expertise in discussing unconventional
stories, and (4) students react to unconventional stories with different
response strateqies from those used with more familiar texts.

A STUDY OF SEVENTH GRADE WRITERS WHO ARE
INTRODUCED TO INVENTION/REVISION STRATEGIES AS
PART OF THEIR COMPOSING PROCESS

OrderNo. DAR213636

RAwe, Freogmicx WiLLiam, |, D.A. State Universily of New York al
Albany, 1982. 300pp.

This study of 7th grade writing attempts to explore the generative
powers of revision, that stage 11 the composing process where the
writer may develop and refine discovered meaning 30 as to

communicate it to a reader. The modes of discovery invesiigated are
inteflectual sirategies derived from Pike's Tagmemic Theory. These
strategies {focus, physical context, causal/temporal sequence,
change, contrast, classification) constitute a heuristic procedure
developed by Lee Odell. This study of 17 students’ writing investigates
the usefulness of that procedure during revision by attempting to
angwer the following questions. (1) Will instruction in the heuristic
procedure improve the overall quality of the students’ revised drafte?,
(2) Will the students, without prompting by the taachers, increase
their use of the heuristic procedure in revising their drafts?; (3) What
difficulties will the 8 case-study students have as they attempt to use
the heuristic procedure in the revision stage?

To assess the overall quality of the revisions, judges were trained
0 make a holistic judgment ahout the quality of the revised form of ali
students’ pre-, mid-, and post-test essays. To determine the
increased use of strategies without teacher-prompting, judges were
Wained to identify and count intellectual strategies in the draft and
revision of all pre-, mid-, and post-test easays. To identity difficulties
with sirategies, ranscripts of the injerview-tapes were reed, and
Meunh:dm students had with the neurietic procedure and revision
were not:J.

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

An anslysis of the dat revealed the following resuits. (1) the
students’ writing did improve during the 26 weeks of instruction; all 17
students’ mid-test, and post-test ratings were higher than their pre-
test ratings; (2) there was an overall increase in the number and
variety of intellectual strategy cues used from draft to revision of the
mid-test and post-test essays; {3) the students were not free from
difficulties in learning to use the heuristic procedure. Morsover, the
analysis of tnie interviews revealed difficulties with revision beyond
those directly related to the intellectual strategies. However, the
interviews also revealed several positive features in the students’
revision writing.

THE EFFECTS OF TIMED WRITING EXPERIENCES ON THE
IMPROVEMENT OF PRIMARY TRAITS IN STUDENTS'

WRITING Order No.DAB214402

Rints, MicHAEL JAY, Eo.D University of Maryland, 1981. 147pp. '
Supervisor: Richard Jantz

Purpose The purpose of this study was to investigate the effects of
timed wriling experiences on the improvement of primary traits in
students’ writing,

Procedures A sample from six classes, totaling 135 eighth grade
students, was divided into four treaiment groups dased upon the
crossed factors of teacher-made ability grouping, and time of writing
{ten minutes, thirty minutes). Four weeks prior to the treatment, and
four weeks following it, all of the students wrote personal narratives
withirs a thirty minute time limit. During the treatment period, alf of the
students wrote nine additional narratives within their specified time
limits The treatment was part of an on-going iterature unit, but
emphasized the five primary traits: Setting, Chronological Order,
Characters, Conclusion, Role of the Writer.

All of the narratives were randomly assigned to two previously
trained raters, who, after a high level of agreement was found using
the weighted kappa statistic, each rated half of the papers according
to an investigator defined and scaled primary trait system.

To examine evidence for any learning effect over the treatment
period, the pre-test/post-test gain scores were subjected to a 2-Way
Analysis of Variance (with ability grouping and time as the factors.)

- Within-ability group t-tests were performed to test for significant

ditferences between time groups. . .

Findings. Analyses of Variance indicated that there were no
significant differences in the mean gain scores at the ,05 level for
students in either of the time groups. In addition, no significant
ditferences in mean gain scores were evident at the .05 level with
regard to ability grouping. However, the absence of significant pre-
test/post test gain scores indicated that none of the treatment groups
exhibited statistically significant improve~ent between the pre-test
and the post-test in the attainment of primary traits.

A total of 1101 compositions were examined to determine what the
students wrote about. For the girls, the initial examination yielded 121
individual topics, for the boys, 103 individual topics. These topics
were combined into sixteen clusters. Animals/Pets,
Drugs/Violence/Crime, Family/Neighbors, Fiction, Hobbies/Sports,
Holidays/Travel, Media, Music, Natural Phenomena, Peers, Personal
Occurrences, School, Science/Supernatural, Social Activities, and
Time Relative proportions for each cluster-by sex were determined
and these resulls were presented both in chartand graph forms. . . .
(Author’s abstract exceeds stipulated maximum length. Discontinued
here with permission of school.) UMI
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VOICE AND VOICELESSNESS IN FRESHMAN WRITING
Order No. DA8217682

SwiTh, Jane Bowman, Pu D) Case Weslern Reserve University, 1982
27pp

In spite of all the interest in the quality of student writing, little has
been done to determine why some student texts have voice and some
¢ voiceless | have studied the subject of voice in student writing
from several angles

in Chapter 1, | defined voice in student writing as “the sense the
reader receives in reading the text of an individual mind expressing its
thought in an individual way through such characteristics as diction
or details of subject matter, although shaped by the necessary
adaptations to the role required by the rhetorical situation. The
student role is something *inherited’ through the outside influence of
schooling, but the voice is individual, something each student writer
creates within the role.”

_h Chapter 2, | analyzed the characteristics of voice and
voicelessness in forty-two texts. The writers of texts with voice
demonstrated a better vocabulary and avoided the broad
generalizations of voiceless writing in tavor of individual perceptions.
Further, they approached the assignment sn more varied ways and
were more aware of their readers’ “needs.”

In Chapter 3, | surveyed 129 students about writing and
determined therr attitudes were not conducive to expressing their
voices. Therr answers revealed misinformation about writing and
emited writing practice, they viewed writing as a test, concentrated on
rules, and wanted the teacher to view them as learners doing their

In Chapter 4, | analyzed three students’ composing processes and
their eflect 0a the expression of voice. Joe's writing throughout was
voiceless, probably because he stressed organization and
correctness. Michael's prewriting had a voice, but he was unable to
maintain it. Ren e, fascinated by the "sound™ of language. expressed
a voice in her prewriting and developed it effectively in her final paper.

in Chapter 5, 1 presented pedagogical implications for using voice
Emphasizing the composing process, daily writing, peer-reading,
group work and conferences urges students to forego the passivity of
the student rofe. Less emphasis on grading encourages students to
wrile more freely and to experiment in ways that can lead to voice.

THE COMBINED EFFECT OF CREATIVE THINKING AND
SENTENCE-COMBINING ACTIVITIES ON THE WRITING
ABILITY OF ABOVE AVERAGE ABILITY FIFTH AND SIXTH
GRADE STUDENTS Order No. DA8213238
S1000AR0, ELizABETH PELTON, PH.D. The University of Connecticut,

1982. 135pp.

The purpose of this study was to investigate the combined effect of
creativity and sentence-combining activities on the quality of writir.g
exhibited by above average fifth and sixth grade students. Pre and
post writing samples were collected from 180 above average fifth and
sixth grade students repesenting tour Connecticut school uistricts.
Two school districts provided services "within" the regular
classroom, a third utilized a "pull-out” mode!, and the fourth served
as the Comparison Group.

Students within each of the three tre atment districts were further
divided into Group A (sentence-combining and creativity) and Group
8 (sentence-combining only). These groups each met for two forty
minute sessions weekly for the six week period.

The 360 pre and post writing samples each received one holistic
rating, four creativity subscores, and four syntactic maturity counts.
One ANCOVA and two separate MANCOVA's were then performed
foMowed by Univariate and Tukey (HSD) procedures as necessary,

The results indicated students in Groups A (sentence-combining
and creativity) and B (sentence-combining only) scored significantly
higher in overalt quality than did the Comparison Group. The analyses
further showed Group A scored significantly higher in the creativity
ratings than either Group B or the Comparison Group. Finally, the
data revealed Groups A and B scored significantly higher in syntactic
maturity than the Comparison Group. With the exception of overall
quality of writing, the location of treatment ("within" versus "puil-
out™) did not make a significant difference. Only one of nine possible
© nctions was found 1o be significent, and even this interaction was

E MCW 19 be of miner import.
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In summary, this study has shown those above average fifth and
sixth prade students who participated in six weeks of sentence.
combining and creativity activities scored significantly higher in
overali quality, creativity, and syntactic maturity than those who had
no such exposure; and that those students exposed only to sentence-:
combining scored significantly higher in overall quality and sentence-
combining than the Comparison Group. In light of the on-going
concern over the declining writing quality of seemingly able students,
these findings are most significant and uplifting.

A STUDY OF THE RELATION OF SYNTACTIC COMPLEXITY
TO MODE OF DISCOURSE IN THE WRITING OF EIGHTH
AND TWELFTH GRADERS Ordequ. DA8210941
SwWIGGETT, BETTY MiTCHELL, Pu.D. New York University, 1981. 231pp.

The purposes of the investigation were (1) to examine the relation
of syntactic cBmplexity to mode of discourse in the writing of eighth
and twelfth graders, (2) to determine i variations were related to
grade, socioeconomic status, and race, and (3) to compare
performance on a rewriting task, the Syntactic Maturity Test (SMT),
with performance in writing, by mode and across modes.

Study participants were 100 eighth graders and 100 twelfth
graders, with an equal number of subjects by sex and with a racial
proportion of 60% white and 40% black. Socioeconomic status was
based on the occupational ranks of both parents, using the Minnesota
Scale for Paternal Occupations to form three levels: upper middle
class (I-11), lower middie class (lll-IV) and lower class (V-VII). Subjects
wrdte one composition each in the transactional and poetic modes
and rewrote the SMT. Average sample lengths for writing in two
modes were 435 words on grade 8 and 624 words on grade 12,

Scores were computed for seven measures of syntactic
complexity: mean T-unit length, mean clause length, clauses per T.
units, noun, adjective, and adverb clauses each per 100 T-units, and
participles per 100 T-units. The data were analyzed using 8 2x 2x 3 x
2 mixed design with repeated measures on the first factor.
Independent variables were mode, grade, socioeconomic status, and
rece. Likewise, scores on dependent measures were secured for the
SMT and were analyzed using a 2 x 3 x 2 factorial design.
independent variables were grade, socioeconomic status. and race.
Correlation analysis of scores on the SMT and writing was conducted
to determine the predictive efficiency of the SMT for writing.

The resuits showed that transactional writing was more
syntactically complex than poetic writing. Higher scores on all indices
except the participial ratio occurred with transactional writing.
However .ncreases between grades in the structures most
charicteristic of older writers.-clause length, T-unit length, the
adjective clause ratio, and the participial ratio--were better refiected

in poetic writing. Clause length and the participial ratio discriminated
between sociosconomic status @roups in both modat-based writing
and on the SMT. Significant differences by socioeconomic status
occurred also wit™ T-unit length on the SMT, . . . (Author’s abstract
exceeds stipuleic? naximum length. Discontinued here with
permission of szhool.) UMI
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A STUDY OF THE EFFECTIVENESS OF REVISION PRACTICE

+ AND MEWRITING ON THE OVERALL WRITING QUALITY OF
ELEVENTH.GRADE STUDENTS OrderNo. DA8220232
Wauxue, Teo Sterren, Pu D University of South Carolina, 1982,
160pp.

The purpose of this study was to determine if revision practice with
of without the rewniting of first drafts was effective in improving the
ovarall writing quality of eleventh-grade students on impromptu
expository essays This study also examined the effectiveness of
these treatments on high-ability and average ability students.

Twelve classes taught by tour teachers in a suburban public high
school were divided into two experimental groups and one control
group. During the treatment semester, alf students wrote four essays
aiter which those in one experimental group participated in revision
peactice exercises, those in the other experimental group participated
in revision practice exercises and rewrote their first drafts, and those
in the control group neither participated in revision practice nor
rewrote theur first drafts, Three graders rated two pre-test and two
post-test essays from ¢ach of the 167 subjectsin the final sample. 4

ARhough the correlation coefficients of the graders’ ratings were
not strong, the computation of the means of sums of absolute
deviations among graders revealed an overall mean of 1.498, a value
less than the minimal deviation of 2 00. Preliminary analyses of
variance showed that differences between students writing term
papers during the tic atment semester and those studying vocabulary
war@ not significant at pre testor post-test Moreover, no significant
difterences we:e found belween those students writing make-up
essays at pre- and post-test and those wiiting the original pre- and
post-test essays.

A planned contrasts analysis of variance revealed no significant
difterences in overall writing quality between the two experimental

. groups and the contio! group or between the two experimental
groups. Although the 70 high-ability students scored significantly
higher than the 97 average ability students at post-test, the lack of
significance for the interaction of group and ability indicated that this
superiority did not result from membership in any of the three groups.

It was recommended that future studies examining revision
practice and rewriting last fonger than one semester, specify more
treatments, and employ random distribution of subjects. A priority in
these studies should be the adoption of efficient and reliabie rating
scales or the use of other means for evaluating writing.

"COMPOSING PROCESSES OF SELECTED NINTH GRADE
STUDENTS OrderNo. DAB214763

WeLLenr, K. Euizaseth, PH.D. The University of Wisconsin - Madison,
1982. 361pp. Supervisor. Prclessor John Kean

This study examined the composing processes of selected ninth
grade students as they occurred in an educational setting Students
were observed daily for a period of one semester Data were obtained
trom the collection of primary source materials, daily observation of
student behaviors and recording of the composing processes,
interviews with case study participants, administratior, of an informal

‘ questionnaire, collection and analysis of all fina! drafts of case study
participants, and informal discussions with teachers. The researchar
assumed the role of a participant observer for the duration of the
study.

Based upon the tindings of this study, the following questions
seem appropriate (1) Whatis the meaning of composing in the
school environment? (2) How can composing be made a more
meaningful, "real world” experience for students? (3) To what extent
would an awareness of the various functions and modes of
composing affect the nature of the composing processes and the
products which resulted? (4) To whut extent would an awareness of
audience, voice, and other rhetorical concerns foster changes in
student composing processes and attitudes? (S5) To what extent do
teachers engage in composing for their own pers&nnl satisfaction and
how might they use their own composing practices as models for
sncouraging student composing? (6) How much time is actually
devoted to the various aspects of the composing processes and how
much time do students spend on the writing task within the
claseroom? (7) Upon what theoretical framework(s) might a sequence
xd composing siralegies and practices be based?

(& .
ERIC .

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

This study makes several suggestions for the improvement of
composition instruction. It identifies the need to extend the audience
beyond the teacher. to focus upon aspects of writing beyond the word
level, and to emphasize prewriting and postwriting activities including |
revision, proofreading, and rewnting. J

Further investigation of composing practices ! rough the use of ‘
case studies, particularly lungitudinat studies, is  sggested. |
Investigations of the infl:sence of environmental and social factors }
upon the composing of students of various developmental levels and |
the influence of various tactors such as wniting stimuli, mode, |
function, and audience upon student writing peformance are also |
recommended. |

THE EFFECTS OF PARENT MmUDELING ON STUDENT
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WHITE, Mary ALicE, Eo.D  Boston Universily Schooko! Education,
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Considering the continuing decline in student writing
competencies in the United States, this study attempts to look beyond
the public schools and to describe the influences of parent attitudes
and practices on student writing abilities.

The results are presented in three main sections. First, the
descriptive analysis of the data, i.e., counts and percentages of actual
responses, is presented. Second, it includes the p-values, or the
apparent observed importance of each vanable weighted 2gainst the
other variables in each of the three main groups of variables Thirdly,
it includes the regression analysis, or the comparison between the
three main groups.

The writing abilities of fifty-five students were tested and the
attitudes and practices of their parents were surveyed by writien
questionnaire. A comparison of the test scores of the students and
the writlen responses of the parents indicate that parental reading
and instructional practices in the home have some influence on
student writing abilities. Parental attitudes on the measures surveyesd
appear to have minimal influence on student writing abilities uniess
they are incorporated into behaviors or practices.

The results of this study generally demonstrate that the betier
student wnlers come from homes where parents who enjoy writing,
frequently read all types of reading material in the presence of their
child. These parents believe writing is productive and is important in
their lives and believe that their children have adequate writing
experiencesin school.

Parents of good student writers read to their children when they
were growing up, took them to the library, and listened to them read
when they were learning. Parents of good writers also check-their
children's written work for errors. Generally, they read their clild's
written work and practiced writing viith them as they were learning. Of
the 55 parents surveyed, the majonity spent less than fifteen minutes 4
correcting their children’s written work. Mothers consistently were the %y
most involved in their children's learning. As all student subjects grow..
older, their fathers tend to become increasingly involved in their
children's written work.

Intome, occupation and educational levels of the parents appear
to have a meaningfu! influence on student writing abilities.
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